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The program provides participants with the education, skills training, hands-on experience, and
other supports they need to secure well-paying in-demand careers in construction trades.

Although the concept of social enterprise is not new, TradeWorx is innovating by creating a
coalition that builds capacity and nationwide interventions through social enterprise.



Different from traditional employment training programs, ESEs (such as Blue Door’s Construct)
provide extensive wraparound supports throughout the program to address barriers that threaten

to propel the youth into homelessness. Supports include wages/living allowances to prevent
evictions, food programming, psychotherapy, childcare, transportation, and emergency

assistance.

ABOUT THIS PROJECT
TradeWorx, powered by The Home Depot Canada
Foundation and launched in 2021, supports a
coalition of 10 successful Canadian employment
social enterprises (ESEs) helping bridge systemic
gaps and prevent youth homelessness. 

Through TradeWorx, solutionary leaders across
Canada are coordinating efforts to provide youth
at-risk of homelessness with the skills training
needed to secure a long-term well-paying career in
construction, resulting in the ability to afford and
retain housing. 
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Building Up 
Choices for Youth 
The RAFT 
Construct – York Region 
Construct – Durham 

This program has been successful because of strong cross-sector partnerships across 10
organizations. Powered by The Home Depot Canada Foundation, TradeWorx supports a coalition
of Canadian employment social enterprises, including:

will receive skills training and wraparound supports by
the end of 2021 (amidst a global pandemic)

graduate into careers gain basic math, literacy,
teamwork skills, and improved

self-confidence

gain work experience related
to post-program employment

report career stability and
development

achieve balance of
education/credentials needed to

decrease employment barriers

report improved housing
stability

YOUTHS100

ABOUT BLUE DOOR
Founded in 1982 and the largest emergency housing provider in York Region, Blue Door provides

lifesaving support to children, youth, men, women, and families at risk of or experiencing homelessness.
www.bluedoor.ca

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL

Purpose Construction
Newo Global Energy 
Community Builders 
Quint Development Corp. 
Labour Education Centre 

Blue Door provides the platform and act as an intermediary partner for the following 5 non-profit
organizations and employment social enterprises:

"We are all learning a lot and this program gives us great opportunity to find a career path,
helping us get our foot in the door"

- PROGRAM PARTICIPANT

“We’ve invested heavily in research and housing initiatives over the last eight years and we know 
helping to break the cycle of youth homelessness requires an integrated approach"

- PAMELA O’ROURKE
HOME DEPOT CANADA FOUNDATION BOARD CHAIR AND HOME DEPOT CANADA VP OF MERCHANDISING

“This cross-sector collaboration marks the beginning of a
national coalition of employment social enterprises

focused on homelessness prevention. Together, we are
working to bridge systemic gaps and end youth

homelessness across Canada"

- EMMY KELLY
BLUE DOOR CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

Check out these podcasts and webinars for a more in-depth look at the program:
On the Way Home | A Way Home Canada | Inside the Orange Door | Homeless Hub

To learn more about the TradeWorx program, contact 
Emmy Kelly at emmy.k@bluedoor.ca

https://www.instagram.com/onpha/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/onpha/
https://www.facebook.com/ONPHA/
https://twitter.com/ONPHA
https://constructgta.ca/
https://bluedoor.ca/tradeworx/
https://www.homedepot.ca/en/home/corporate-information/our-community/the-home-depot-canada-foundation.html
https://bluedoor.ca/tradeworx/
http://www.buildingup.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2F2d19c899%2FZNSt18ADSU2DUrurY5ksAQ%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.buildingup.ca%2F__%253B!!M-nmYVHPHQ!YOigvpl-oUT5hFZhk8ss8Ojcc1c5WtW4PjppHFWy0ViXmPstlYT9Jm1nlNexPO3_4C2xVQ%2524&data=04%7C01%7Cemmy.k%40bluedoor.ca%7Ca301941007f94d01c1d308d9845a225e%7Cc58e9e2c91c04116b4a7d387eca66322%7C0%7C0%7C637686344942401260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gCDIpa1cKR%2F3lFYM0aSsX3Bz6RiW2QNud0V9Nwo3bp4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.choicesforyouth.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2F3c634b13%2FvjktANgKXkCmjN9qkMpcnA%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.choicesforyouth.ca%2F__%253B!!M-nmYVHPHQ!YOigvpl-oUT5hFZhk8ss8Ojcc1c5WtW4PjppHFWy0ViXmPstlYT9Jm1nlNexPO2kahHDdA%2524&data=04%7C01%7Cemmy.k%40bluedoor.ca%7Ca301941007f94d01c1d308d9845a225e%7Cc58e9e2c91c04116b4a7d387eca66322%7C0%7C0%7C637686344942401260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3M9Sf%2FrY7c%2BQJWZ%2FFn5MJtFvxbezwcJ1aytcZpZtqmg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.theraft.ca/
http://www.theraft.ca/
http://www.constructgta.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2F4ed2f22d%2FYCbhImCMoEOUuG1kwhS4_g%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fconstructgta.ca%2F__%253B!!M-nmYVHPHQ!YOigvpl-oUT5hFZhk8ss8Ojcc1c5WtW4PjppHFWy0ViXmPstlYT9Jm1nlNexPO1sx4wX1A%2524&data=04%7C01%7Cemmy.k%40bluedoor.ca%7Ca301941007f94d01c1d308d9845a225e%7Cc58e9e2c91c04116b4a7d387eca66322%7C0%7C0%7C637686344942441240%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lrJEnPzbqXJgCTa9SC4vulgWDDNBp1mrm3lIhP9tbPU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.constructgta.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2F4ed2f22d%2FYCbhImCMoEOUuG1kwhS4_g%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fconstructgta.ca%2F__%253B!!M-nmYVHPHQ!YOigvpl-oUT5hFZhk8ss8Ojcc1c5WtW4PjppHFWy0ViXmPstlYT9Jm1nlNexPO1sx4wX1A%2524&data=04%7C01%7Cemmy.k%40bluedoor.ca%7Ca301941007f94d01c1d308d9845a225e%7Cc58e9e2c91c04116b4a7d387eca66322%7C0%7C0%7C637686344942451234%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eUPRsui3CsNM0UjPycgkpwIYeDFhU0fAIDKzYv%2Fx288%3D&reserved=0
https://bluedoor.ca/
http://www.purposeconstruction.ca/
https://newo.energy/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2F8fbc4377%2FbLiFMo3GZ0O9AV4HeScakA%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fnewo.energy%2F__%253B!!M-nmYVHPHQ!YOigvpl-oUT5hFZhk8ss8Ojcc1c5WtW4PjppHFWy0ViXmPstlYT9Jm1nlNexPO2Q-dfh8A%2524&data=04%7C01%7Cemmy.k%40bluedoor.ca%7Ca301941007f94d01c1d308d9845a225e%7Cc58e9e2c91c04116b4a7d387eca66322%7C0%7C0%7C637686344942431254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0dejzHXeA6Mb5sI47qmSfwjs%2FQMG%2Fuaw5QtDYKgIm4g%3D&reserved=0
http://www.communitybuilders.co/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.edgepilot.com%2Fs%2Fa0307b9e%2FDHV953Uj8kG6SGYJXcOK4Q%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.communitybuilders.co%2F__%253B!!M-nmYVHPHQ!YOigvpl-oUT5hFZhk8ss8Ojcc1c5WtW4PjppHFWy0ViXmPstlYT9Jm1nlNexPO2e3BooLA%2524&data=04%7C01%7Cemmy.k%40bluedoor.ca%7Ca301941007f94d01c1d308d9845a225e%7Cc58e9e2c91c04116b4a7d387eca66322%7C0%7C0%7C637686344942431254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GL770o0w0DQd0HWYKTafaMUMCVH%2B5fG7RuuF1E8LZQo%3D&reserved=0
http://www.quintsaskatoon.ca/
http://www.quintsaskatoon.ca/
https://www.laboureducation.org/
https://www.laboureducation.org/
https://bluedoor.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNhaIsIjHcc
https://awayhome.ca/2021/04/27/homelessness-prevention-through-employment-social-enterprise/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCDcacRPrOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cciJ2-9LbmM
mailto:emmy.k@bluedoor.ca

