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His/Her Worships 

Ontario’s Big City Mayors 

December 12, 2021 

Subject: Inclusion of the community housing sector in initiatives to address Ontario’s housing 
affordability crisis 

Dear Mayors, Regional Chairs, and Councils, 

As you may know, the Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association (ONPHA), founded over 30 years ago, 
is a member funded and directed association that represents nearly 700 non-profit landlords and 
local housing corporations throughout the province. The community housing sector provides safe, 
affordable, and stable housing for half a million low- and moderate-income Ontarians, with built 
assets close to $30 billion. 

We are pleased to see governments at all levels working together on initiatives to address the critical, 
complex, and urgent issue of Ontario’s housing affordability crisis, including through the upcoming 
Provincial-Municipal Housing Summit and Ontario's Housing Affordability Task Force. To 
achieve our shared vision of meeting the diverse, growing needs in communities across the province, 
it is critical that all housing sector partners are at the table and involved in discussions to address 
the housing affordability crisis and develop solutions that meet needs along the housing continuum, 
including deeply affordable rental options. This must include ongoing, strong partnerships between all 
levels of government, Indigenous leaders, the private sector, and the community housing sector.  

We are seeking your support to call on the Province to include ONPHA and the community 
housing sector as a true partner in initiatives to address Ontario’s housing affordability crisis, 
which must include deep affordability for the most vulnerable Ontarians. This could include providing 
the opportunity for ONPHA to participate in the upcoming Provincial-Municipal Housing 
Summit and the Housing Affordability Task Force, either as a permanent member or as a key 
agenda item for discussion.  

We understand and appreciate the Province’s intention to engage with municipalities and the 
development community to address market housing supply and affordability, and strongly support the 
need to increase the supply of the full range of housing options across the province. To do so, it is 
critical that all housing sector partners can meaningfully engage and collaborate on the solutions 
required to address the complex and urgent issue of housing affordability in Ontario, including not-for-
profit development options. Our efforts help strengthen the voice of your local housing corporation and 
community housing providers – as a sector. 

As a natural and experienced community partner, ONPHA and our members are eager to continue 
working with municipal and provincial leaders and other housing sector partners to develop and 
implement innovative solutions that ensure an equitable, sustainable housing system for our 
communities.  
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Sincerely,  

 
Marlene Coffey, MA, MAES, MCIP, RPP 
Chief Executive Officer 

CC: 

His Worship Shaun Collier, Mayor of Ajax 
Councillor Marilyn Crawford 
Councillor Rob Tyler-Morin 
Councillor Sterling Lee 
Councillor Ashmeed Khan 
Councillor Joanne Dies 
Councillor Lisa Bower 
 
His Worship Jeff Lehman, Mayor of Barrie 
Councillor Clare Riepma 
Councillor Keenan Aylwin 
Councillor Ann-Marie Kungl 
Councillor Barry Ward 
Councillor Robert Thomson 
Councillor Natalie Harris 
Councillor Gary Harvey 
Councillor Jim Harris 
Councillor Sergio Morales 
Councillor Mike McCann 
 
His Worship Patrick Brown, Mayor of Brampton 
Councillor Rowena Santos 
Councillor Paul Vicente 
Councillor Doug Whillans 
Councillor Michael Palleschi 
Councillor Jeff Bowman 
Councillor Martin Medeiros 
Councillor Charmaine Williams 
Councillor Pat Fortini 
Councillor Harkirat Singh 

Councillor Gurpreet Dhillon 
 
His Worship Kevin Davis, Mayor of Brantford 
Councillor Jan Vanderstelt 
Councillor John Sless 
Councillor John Utley 
Councillor Greg Martin 
Councillor Dan McCreary 
Councillor Cheryl Antoski 
Councillor Richard Carpenter 
Councillor Brian Van Tilborg 
Councillor Joshua Wall 
 
Her Worship Marianne Meed Ward, Mayor of 
Burlington 
Councillor Kelvin Galbraith 
Councillor Lisa Kearns 
Councillor Rory Nisan 
Councillor Shawna Stolte 
Councillor Paul Sharman 
Councillor Angelo Bentivegna 
 
Her Worship Kathryn McGarry, Mayor of 
Cambridge 
Councillor Donna Reid 
Councillor Mike Devine 
Councillor Mike Mann 
Councillor Jan Liggett 
Councillor Pam Wolf 
Councillor Shannon Adshade 
Councillor Scott Hamilton 
Councillor Nicholas Ermeta 
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Councillor Karl Kiefer 
Councillor Helen Jowett 
 
His Worship Darrin Canniff, Mayor of 
Chatham-Kent 
Councillor Mark Authier   
Councillor Michael Bondy 
Councillor Anthony Ceccacci 
Councillor Marjorie Crew 
Councillor Joe Faas 
Councillor Amy Finn 
Councillor Aaron Hall 
Councillor Melissa Harrigan 
Councillor Karen Kirkwood-Whyte 
Councillor Mary Clare Latimer 
Councillor Jamie McGrail 
Councillor Brock McGregor 
Councillor Carmen McGregor 
Councillor Steve Pinsonneault 
Councillor Doug Sulman 
Councillor Trevor Thompson 
Councillor John Wright 
 
His Worship Adrian Foster, Mayor of 
Clarington 
Councillor Joe Neal 
Councillor Granville Anderson 
Councillor Janice Jones 
Councillor Ron Hooper 
Councillor Corinna Traill 
Councillor Margaret Zwart 
 
His Worship Brian Bigger, Mayor of Greater 
Sudbury 
Councillor Mark Signoretti 
Councillor Michael Vagnini  
Councillor Gerry Montpellier 
Councillor Geoff McCausland 
Councillor Robert Kirwan 
Councillor René Lapierre 
Councillor Mike Jakubo 
Councillor Al Sizer 

Councillor Deb McIntosh 
Councillor Fern Cormier 
Councillor Bill Leduc 
Councillor Joscelyne Landry-Altmann 
 
His Worship Cam Guthrie, Mayor of Guelph 
Councillor Dan Gibson 
Councillor Bob Bell 
Councillor James Gordon 
Councillor Rodrigo Goller 
Councillor Phil Allt 
Councillor June Hofland 
Councillor Mike Salisbury 
Councillor Christine Billings 
Councillor Leanne Caron Piper 
Councillor Cathy Downer 
Councillor Mark MacKinnon 
Councillor Dominique O’Rourke 
 

His Worship Fred Eisenberger, Mayor of 
Hamilton 
Councillor Maureen Wilson 
Councillor Jason Farr 
Councillor Nrinder Nann 
Councillor Sam Merulla 
Councillor Russ Powers 
Councillor Tom Jackson 
Councillor Esther Pauls 
Councillor John-Paul Danko 
Councillor Brad Clark 
Councillor Maria Pearson 
Councillor Brenda Johnson 
Councillor Lloyd Ferguson 
Councillor Arlene VanderBeek 
Councillor Terry Whitehead 
Councillor Judi Partridge 
 
His Worship Bryan Paterson, Mayor of 
Kingston 
Councillor Gary Oosterhof 
Councillor Simon Chapelle 
Councillor Lisa Osanic 
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Councillor Wayne Hill 
Councillor Bridget Doherty 
Councillor Robert Kiley 
Councillor Mary Rita Holland 
Councillor Jeff McLaren 
Councillor Jim Neill 
Councillor Peter Stroud 
Councillor Rob Hutchison 
Councillor Ryan Boehme 
 
His Worship Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor of 
Kitchener 
Councillor Scott Davey 
Councillor Dave Schnider 
Councillor John Gazzola 
Councillor Christine Michaud 
Councillor Kelly Galloway-Sealock 
Councillor Paul Singh 
Councillor Bil Ioannidis 
Councillor Margaret Johnston 
Councillor Debbie Chapman 
Councillor Sarah Marsh 
 
His Worship Ed Holder, Mayor of London 
Councillor Michael van Holst 
Councillor Shawn Lewis 
Councillor Mohamed Salih 
Councillor Jesse Helmer 
Councillor Maureen Cassidy 
Councillor Mariam Hamou 
Councillor Josh Morgan 
Councillor Steve Lehman 
Councillor Anna Hopkins 
Councillor Paul Van Meerbergen 
Councillor Stephen Turner 
Councillor Elizabeth Peloza 
Councillor John Fyfe-Millar 
Councillor Steven Hillier 
 
His Worship Frank Scarpitti, Mayor of 
Markham 
Councillor Don Hamilton 

Councillor Jack Heath 
Councillor Joe Li 
Councillor Jim Jones 
Councillor Keith Irish 
Councillor Alan Ho 
Councillor Reid McAlpine 
Councillor Karen Rea 
Councillor Andrew Keyes 
Councillor Amanda Collucci 
Councillor Khalid Usman 
Councillor Isa Lee 
 
His Worship Gordon Krantz, Mayor of Milton 
Councillor Kristina Tesser Derksen 
Councillor Colin Best 
Councillor John Challinor II 
Councillor Rick Malboeuf 
Councillor Rick Di Lorenzo 
Councillor Mike Cluett 
Councillor Sameera Ali 
Councillor Zeeshan Hamid 
 
Her Worship Bonnie Crombie, Mayor of 
Mississauga 
Councillor Stephen Dasko 
Councillor Karen Ras 
Councillor Chris Fonseca 
Councillor John Kovac 
Councillor Carolyn Parrish 
Councillor Ron Starr 
Councillor Dipika Damerla 
Councillor Matt Mahoney 
Councillor Pat Saito 
Councillor Sue McFadden 
Councillor George Carlson 
 
His Worship Rob Burton, Mayor of Oakville 
Councillor Beth Robertson 
Councillor Sean O'Meara 
Councillor Ray Chisholm 
Councillor Cathy Duddeck 
Councillor Janet Haslett-Theall 
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Councillor Dave Gittings 
Councillor Peter Longo 
Councillor Allan Elgar 
Councillor Marc Grant 
Councillor Jeff Knoll 
Councillor Natalia Lishchyna 
Councillor Tom Adams 
Councillor Jasvinder Sandhu 
Councillor Pavan Parmar 
 
His Worship Dan Carter, Mayor of Oshawa 
Councillor John Neal 
Councillor Rosemary McConkey 
Councillor Tito-Dante Marimpietri 
Councillor Jane Hurst 
Councillor Bob Chapman 
Councillor Bradley Marks 
Councillor Rick Kerr 
Councillor Derek Giberson 
Councillor Brian Nicholson 
Councillor John Gray 
 
His Worship Jim Watson, Mayor of Ottawa 
Councillor Matthew Luloff 
Councillor Laura Dudas 
Councillor Jan Harder 
Councillor Cathy Curry 
Councillor Eli El-Chantiry 
Councillor Glen Gower 
Councillor Theresa Kavanagh 
Councillor Rick Chiarelli 
Councillor Keith Egli 
Councillor Diane Dean 
Councillor Tim Tierney 
Councillor Mathieu Fleury 
Councillor Rawlson King 
Councillor Catherine McKenney 
Councillor Jeff Leiper 
Councillor Riley Brockington 
Councillor Shawn Menard 
Councillor Jean Cloutier 
Councillor Catherine Kitts 

Councillor George Darouze 
Councillor Scott Moffatt 
Councillor Carol Anne Meehan 
Councillor Allan Hubley 
 
His Worship Dave Ryan, Mayor of Pickering 
Councillor Kevin Ashe 
Councillor Bill McLean 
Councillor David Pickles 
Councillor Maurice Brenner 
Councillor Shaheen Butt 
 
His Worship Joe DiPaola, Mayor of Richmond 
Hill (Acting) 
Councillor Carmine Perrelli 
Councillor Greg Beros 
Councillor Tom Muench 
Councillor Castro Liu 
Councillor David West 
Councillor Karen Cilevitz 
Councillor Godwin Chan 
 
His Worship Walter Sendzik, Mayor of St. 
Catharine’s 
Councillor Lori Littleton 
Councillor Greg Miller 
Councillor Matt Harris 
Councillor Joe Kushner 
Councillor Sal Sorrento 
Councillor Kevin Townsend 
Councillor Karrie Porter 
Councillor Mat Siscoe 
Councillor Dawn Dodge 
Councillor Bill Phillips 
Councillor Carlos Garcia 
Councillor Bruce Williamson 
 
His Worship Bill Mauro, Mayor of Thunder Bay 
Councillor Albert Aiello 
Councillor Mark Bentz   
Councillor Shelby Ch'ng 
Councillor Andrew Foulds 
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Councillor Cody Fraser   
Councillor Trevor Giertuga 
Councillor Brian Hamilton   
Councillor Rebecca Johnson 
Councillor Brian McKinnon 
Councillor Kristen Oliver 
Councillor Aldo Ruberto 
Councillor Peng You 
 
His Worship John Tory, Mayor of Toronto 
Councillor Michael Ford 
Councillor Stephen Holyday 
Councillor Mark Grimes 
Councillor Gord Perks 
Councillor Frances Nunziata 
Councillor James Pasternak 
Councillor Anthony Perruzza 
Councillor Mike Colle 
Councillor Ana Bailão 
Councillor Joe Cressy 
Councillor Mike Layton 
Councillor Josh Matlow 
Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam 
Councillor Paula Fletcher 
Councillor Jaye Robinson 
Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong 
Councillor Shelley Carroll 
Councillor John Filion 
Councillor Brad Bradford 
Councillor Gary Crawford 
Councillor Michael Thompson 
Councillor Nick Mantas 
Councillor Cynthia Lai 
Councillor Paul Ainslie 
Councillor Jennifer McKelvie 
 
His Worship Maurizio Bevilacqua, Mayor of 
Vaughan 
Councillor and Deputy Mayor Mario Ferri 

Councillor Gino Rosati 
Councillor Linda D. Jackson 
Councillor Marilyn Iafrate 
Councillor Tony Carella 
Councillor Rosanna DeFrancesca 
Councillor Sandra Yeung Racco 
Councillor Alan Shefman 
 
His Worship Dave Jaworsky, Mayor of 
Waterloo 
Councillor Sandra Hanmer 
Councillor Royce Bodaly 
Councillor Angela Vieth 
Councillor Diane Freeman 
Councillor Jen Vasic 
Councillor Jeff Henry 
Councillor Tenille Bonoguore 
 
His Worship Don Mitchell, Mayor of Whitby 
Councillor Chris Leahy 
Councillor Elizabeth Roy 
Councillor Rhonda Mulcahy 
Councillor Steve Yamada 
Councillor Steve Lee 
Councillor Deidre Newman 
Councillor JoAnne Drumm 
Councillor Maleeha Shahid 
 
His Worship Drew Dilkens, Mayor of Windsor 
Councillor Fred Francis 
Councillor Fabio Costante 
Councillor Rino Bortolin 
Councillor Chris Holt 
Councillor Ed Sleiman 
Councillor Jo-Anne Gignac 
Councillor Jeewen Gill 
Councillor Gary Kaschak 
Councillor Kieran McKenzie 
Councillor Jim Morrison 
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Regional Chair John Henry, Durham  
Regional Chair Gary Carr, Halton  
Regional Chair John. W. Klinck, Muskoka 
Regional Chair Jim Bradley, Niagara 
Regional Chair Larry Martin, Oxford 
Regional Chair Nando Iannicca, Peel  
Warden George Cornell, Simcoe 
Regional Chair Karen Redman, Waterloo 
Regional Chair Wayne Emmerson, York
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